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Diotrephes – A Power Hungry Leader

DIOTREPHES                                            A POWER HUNGRY LEADER
DATE: 4/27/2011 Wed. 
TEXT: III John 9-11, I Corinthians 10 
INTRODUCTION
Ill. Back in the day, a preacher by the name of A. T. Robertson wrote an article for a Baptist magazine. He described the conduct of Diotrephes. Twenty-five deacons from various Baptist churches wrote to the editor, canceling their subscriptions. They contended that Robertson was writing about them. It would seem he hit a nerve with a few!
As everyone knows, the leadership of a church can either be a great blessing or grievous burden  
I have heard of and have known men who were excellent leaders 
They were men who loved God, understand their role and were a great help to their church and pastor  
They served the Lord and the Church in a commendable and fruitful way 
These men hold a special place in God’s heart 
On the other hand, I have known a few (please excuse me) that should have been taken out 
They caused nothing but heartache and trouble 
I discovered early on, that not everyone can be, or should be a leader 
I have known some good men, that once they got into the leadership, were changed completely 
They became a totally different person 
The simple truth is; some men can’t handle being made a leader 
It ruins them 
It goes to their head rather than to their heart 
Often the reason is they get power hungry
As we continue to get better acquainted with people in the Bible, 
I want us to look at this fella by the name of Diotrephes 
Quote: A.W. Tozer said, “Bible Characters fall into four classes: those who are great but not good; those who are good but not great; those who are neither good nor great; and those who are both great and good”
Diotrephes was the one who was neither good nor great 
As we shall see, he was anything but that 
(Although, he thought otherwise)
He is only mentioned once in the entire New Testament, 
And only these 3 verses shed light on him 
Yet, what is said in these 3 verses tell us all we need to know  
¶There are different ideas and theories about what his position was in the church, 
Some say he was a pastor, other suggest that he may have been a deacon 
He certainly was not a pastor or a deacon by Bible standards  
We find John calling him out in this epistle  
(And indicates that he will do it personally and publicly in the future) 
He was one of those that needed to be taken out
Quote: Warren Wiersbe writes, “At the Judgment Seat of Christ, we will discover how many hearts have been broken and churches destroyed because of the arrogant ‘ministries’ of people like Diotrephes”  

I have personally seen churches destroyed by people like Diotrephes 
I am talking about good Churches, with Christ-centered and God-honoring ministries, 
Diotrephes is certainly not a New Testament person we want to emulate, (I Corinthians 10:11) 
But it is well worth our time to learn about him 
Let’s look at this leader who allowed the power to go to his head! 

~~~Prayer~~~ 
First, notice with me:

I. THE “ARROGANCE HE DISPLAYED”
Webster 1828 – “The act or quality of taking much upon one's self; that form of pride which consists in exorbitant claims of rank, dignity, estimation or power, or which exalts the worth or importance of the person to an undue degree; proud contempt of others; conceitedness; presumption” 

In v. 9 John states - “I wrote unto the Church” 
The letter of III John was a follow up letter from a previous letter he had written 
Whatever Paul had formerly written the Church about, 
It appears that Diotrephes had interfered or prevented its contents from either being received, heard, or followed by the Church 
We see from v. 1, that John is writing Gaius and he pulls no punches when he talks about Diotrephes  

In v. 9 he speaks of the “Arrogance” Diotrephes has displayed 
Quote: I think of the words of Adam Clarke: “He was doubtless an officer in the Church, at least a deacon, probably a bishop; and, being one, he magnified himself in his office; he loved such eminence, and behaved himself haughtily in it.” 
In other words, Diotrephes was a Power Hungry Leader 

As we look closer we see:
A. What He ‘Desired’
John said that Diotrephes - “loveth to have the preeminence among them” 
The word “preeminence” comes from two words which mean “to be fond of being first” 
It speaks of being ambitious, wanting to be in charge or in control 
Diotrephes was one who wanted to be in charge and in control of whatever happened in the Church 
He loved the power that he claimed for himself and loved being in charge  

Diotrephes was a man who only thought in terms of himself 
What contrast to men like -   

John the Baptist who said - “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30) 
Paul proclaiming that in all things Christ was to be given the preeminence 
Colossians 1:18b – “…that in all things He might have the preeminence” 

Instead of Christ having the preeminence in the Church, 
Diotrephes desired the preeminence 
He wanted to be first, He loved to be first!

Thought: I have known a few who could strut sitting down 
They thought they were pillars in the assembly 
They viewed themselves as the spiritual giants 
Humor: They thought of themselves so highly that if there was a vacancy in the Trinity, they would certainly be nominated to fill that vacancy 
You know the kind I am talking about 
Sadly, these are always some of the most spiritually immature people in the Church 
Oh, they see themselves as otherwise, but their discernment of spiritual things is always sadly lacking 
Self-centeredness is always a fruit of spiritual immaturity 
What He ‘Desired’
Furthermore, there is:
B. What He ‘Demanded’
Quote: Albert Barnes writes: “The presumption, from the phrase "who loveth to have the pre-eminence," would rather seem to be that he was an aspiring man, arrogating rights which he had not, 
and assuming authority to which he was not entitled by virtue of any office”
He not only loved to be first, but it would appear that he insisted that he be first and in charge 
As I stated earlier, John had written a former letter, 
But it would seem that Diotrephes had interfered or prevented the Church from being privy of its contents 
As Barnes stated, he assumed authority that he was not entitled to 

The Bible says in Colossians 1:18 that Christ - “is the head of the body, the church” 
The Lord Jesus is the One who is to be in charge 
Quote: I agree with Lehman Strauss who said that Diotrephes “was actually trampling underfoot the truth of the headship of Christ over the Church” 
I know there are church leaders who think they are to run the Church, 
But the Bible never gives Leaders such a role 
And let me add, the pastor is not even the one in charge  
The Lord Jesus is in charge of this Church! 
Anyone who takes such a role upon themselves is assuming an authority that is not theirs  

However, it is not uncommon to hear of a Diotrephes acting as a dictator 
I have heard people call pastors; dictators 
Any pastor worth his salt will be called a dictator by some spiritually blind knot-head 
Whenever someone calls a pastor a dictator …
It is usually because they don’t get their own way 
It always amuses me that the one’s, that call a pastor a dictator are the ones, who want to be in charge themselves 
Quote: Warren Wiersbe said, “Whenever a church has a resident dictator in its membership there are bound to be problems, because people who are spiritually minded will not tolerate that kind of leadership” 
God has a Divine order of authority in a church, starting with Himself 
Whenever a member like Diotrephes assumes that authority, 
They push aside God’s order of authority and it always causes problems  
In every case, behind such actions is an attitude of “Arrogance” 
Such a person thinks more highly of themselves than they should 
It is a manifestation of pride and self-centeredness  
Secondly, we not only see – 
THE “ARROGANCE HE DISPLAYED” 
But also:
II. THE “ATTACKS HE DELIVERED”
Diotrephes was not content with just being in charge; 
He also had to attack those who were a threat to him being in charge 
As we look closer we see the kind of attacks he made on those around him  
First, we see that his attacks were:

A. ‘Deceptive’ Attacks

We read in v. 10 – 
“Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words” 
John speaks of how Diotrephes had attacked him personally 
The word “prating” signifies the talk of a babbler, someone who raises false accusations 
It is the same word translated “tattler” in I Timothy 5:13 
Referring to those who go around telling things that are not true 
It speaks of bringing false accusations against someone 
The words “malicious words” speak of evil words, 
Words that were intended to do harm or injury 
Quote: Warren Wiersbe said, “What Diotrephes was saying about John was sheer nonsense, but there are people who love to hear such talk and who will believe it! Apparently, Diotrephes had made these accusations against John at one of the church meetings when John was not present to defend himself”
It never ceases to amaze me how vicious people can be 
In order to make themselves look good or to get their own way, they will attack others 
I can hear them now, “Oh, there are just things you don’t know” 
They make insinuations in order to create doubt in the mind of others  
Then again, they sometimes just tell plain old-fashioned lies in order to hurt someone else 
Of course they won’t do it when the person is around! 
And there is always a crowd that loves to hear such garbage 
They join right in and help spread the rumors and lies that are told 
They are like the ones David spoke of in Psalm 41:7 – 
“All that hate me whisper together against me: against me do they devise my hurt”

Ill. I was recently with a pastor who was telling me about another pastor who was voted out of his Church. One of the staff members working behind the scenes got a group in the Church turned against 
the pastor. Even after he left, they would find out where he was going to be preaching and call the Church and try to hurt him. 

Let me just say that there is a payday coming for those Diotrephes in the Church 
Proverbs speaks of how God hates “a lying tongue” and a “false witness that speaketh lies” (Prov. 6:16-19) 
I believe that when a faithful servant of God is attacked unjustly by others, 
God will ultimately vindicate that servant and those who told the lies will reap their evil and ungodly ways 
Furthermore, let me say that Diotrephes’ attacks were not only ‘Deceptive’, 
They were also:

B. ‘Divisive’ Attacks

John says that Diotrephes was “not content therewith” in trying to hurt John, 
But also anyone else in the Church that defended John or challenged his behavior 
We read in v. 10 that -

“neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church” 

Diotrephes was so intent on having his way, that anyone in the Church who disagreed with him or showed any respect for John, was attacked 
He even went so far as to have them turned out of the Church 
He not only caused John heartaches, but created division within the Church 
These Diotrephes’ in the Church could care less about the testimony of the Church, reaching people for Christ, and seeing the Church blessed of God 
All they care about is themselves and having their own way 
I heard these stories over and over about this type of behavior  
It is not unusual to hear of division in a Church, because of people like Diotrephes  
Leadership magazine listed the key ingredients for church conflict and reported that they are caused by personality clashes and people with different agendas 
In most cases, I would say, the problem was the result of people like Diotrephes who had their own agenda 
THE “ARROGANCE HE DISPLAYED” 
THE “ATTACKS HE DELIVERED”

Lastly, notice with me:

III. THE “AUTHORITY HE DISMISSED”
When you have a Diotrephes in the Church, there is a deeper issue than them just wanting to be first 
The root cause is always a spiritual problem 
It has been said – 

“That the heart of the problem is the problem of the heart” 
The behavior of Diotrephes was because he had a heart problem 
In John’s words we see the spiritual problem that was at the root of Diotrephes behavior 
First, we see that he had:

A. A ‘Defiant’ Heart

At the end of v. 9, John says that Diotrephes - 
“receiveth us not” 
Diotrephes Assumed an authority that he was not entitled, 
And furthermore, 
He Rejected the authority of the apostle himself 
He was in charge and no one was going to tell him what to do 
Even when it was a man like John, a man that God had imparted authority, Diotrephes spurned that authority

These Diotrephes of the Church who want to have authority, fail to recognize that they are under authority 
I have known men like Diotrephes that were so consumed with what they wanted, that they blatantly violated the plain teachings of the Word of God! 
They could care less what God said 
They were going to have it their way! 
In my opinion, a person is walking on dangerous ground when they are Defiant of God’s Word 
Especially, when it is a Defiance motivated by the desire to have one’s own way 
The quickest way to see God take His hand off a Church 
Is for God’s order of authority in a Church violated by self-serving members who have only one desire, and that is to have their own way 
The first and final authority of any Church is God’s Word 
The authority of a Church is not Robert’s Rules of Order or even the Church Constitution 
The Bible is the authority of the Church 
When we let any man made rules or a constitution over-rule the teachings of the Bible, we are treading on serious ground 
His ‘Defiant’ Heart

Furthermore, we see that Diotrephes had:

B. A ‘Depraved’ Heart

In v. 11 John instructs the Christian to behave absolutely the opposite of Diotrephes 
We read - “Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God” 
As John calls for different behavior, he also reveals the real problem that Diotrephes had 
He did not know God!
The phrase “hath not seen God” is used to speak of someone who has not experienced salvation 
In I John 3:6, John said – 
“Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither known Him” 
I John 4:20 – “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?” 

It’s my opinion that John is saying that a man who hath not seen God is a person who has never really been saved  
They do not know the Lord! As John said, they are “evil”
How can people behave the way they do? 
The simple fact is they have never really been saved 
It is amazing what a good dose of real Bible salvation will do for a person 
I believe that saved people will act differently 
Those people who are always causing trouble in the Church, lying about others, talking people down,                        just need to get saved  

CONCLUSION

In closing notice that John states that if he has the opportunity to return, he will take care of Diotrephes 
He says in v. 10 – 
“Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth” 
People like Diotrephes cannot be tolerated in the Church  
If anyone needs to be turned out of the Church it is the Diotrephes’ 
A good house cleaning is sometimes in order 
Closing Prayer

THE “ARROGANCE HE DISPLAYED” 
THE “ATTACKS HE DELIVERED”

THE “AUTHORITY HE DISMISSED”
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