PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE #10
Obededom – A Man who kept the Ark 

OBEDEDOM 
A MAN THAT KEPT THE ARK IN HIS HOUSE

DATE: 7/6/2011 Wed. 
TEXT: II Samuel 6: 10, 11, I Chronicles 13 
INTRODUCTION 

Ill. Professor Nick Stinnett, chairman of the Department of Human Development and the Family at the University of Nebraska, did a "Family Strengths Research Project." His study included strong black families as well as white, strong ethnic families and strong single-parent families. His project was not limited to America, but included strong families in South America, Switzerland, Austria, Germany, and South Africa. There was only one criterion for being included in the sample of strong families: the families had to rate themselves very high in marriage happiness and in their satisfaction in parent-child relationships. All sorts of questions were asked of these families such as, "How do you deal with conflict?" and "Do you experience power struggles?" and "How do you communicate?" The researchers asked questions that provided information about and insight into the entire range of human relationship patterns within each family. The goal was very simply to find what makes families strong. Dr. Stinnett writes of his findings: "All together, we studied 3,000 families and collected a lot of information. But when we analyzed it all, we found six main qualities in strong families. Strong families are committed to the family, spend time together, have good family communication, express appreciation to each other, have a spiritual commitment, and are able to solve problems in a crisis.
I found it interesting that Dr. Stinnett found that one of the main elements in a strong family is that they have a spiritual commitment 
It is my opinion that a spiritual commitment is the single most important factor in a strong family 
Quote: Dr. M.R. DeHaan wrote: “The nearest thing to heaven on earth is the Christian family and the home where husband and wife and parents and children live in love and peace together for the Lord and for each other. The nearest thing to hell on earth is an ungodly home, 
broken by sin and iniquity, and separate, and children are abandoned to the devil and all the forces of wickedness."
A home can be a slice of heaven, or hell by the acre  
There are many factors that determine which 
But again, it is my opinion that a strong and happy marriage requires a spiritual commitment  
It is not just enough to call yourself a Christian and go to Church on Sunday  
You can be a Christian and go to Church on Sunday and not have a strong home  
That is evident in the number of divorces that occur among Christian families  
It is much more than just two Christians in the home  
It is God at the center of our homes 
And two Christians with a spiritual commitment to God!  
God must be present in the home 
As we continue getting better acquainted with people of the Bible 
I want us to meet a man whose home was blessed because God was in his house  
His name was Obed~edom  
He was a man that had a most unusual piece of furniture  
I'm sure his house had furniture, like a table, bed, chairs, etc. 
But he could also boast that he had a piece of furniture that almost nobody else had  
We read in v.10b that the Ark of the Covenant rested in “the house of Obededom” 
For three months the Ark of God resided in his home  
Originally the home of the Ark was first the Tabernacle and then later the Temple
But there was a transition period between the two   
And for a short period of time, its home was the house of Obededom
Let's look at this very unique story and get better acquainted with - 
“Obededom”  
A man who had an unusual piece of furniture in his home 
~~~Prayer~~~
I. THE “DEATH ATTRIBUTED TO” THE ARK
To set the background to our study we find a death attributed to the Ark  
Look back at vs. 6 & 7 and let’s read 
1. A Brief Description of the Ark of the Covenant 

The Ark was a sacred piece of furniture 
It’s creation was called for by God 
The Ark was a chest made of acacia wood 
It was overlaid within and without with pure gold  
The Hebrew word “ark” means “chest or box”  
Its size was 3’ 9” long, 2’ 3” wide, and 2’ 3” high, 
(Making it about the size of a small cedar chest)  
Surrounding its top, was a ornate crown of gold which held the mercy seat 
On top of the Ark were the figures of 2 Cherubims 

Two rings were on each side, near the feet, through which ran staves to transport the Ark  
Inside were four items: the two tables of the law, the book of the covenant, a pot of manna, and Aaron's rod that budded 
2. A Dark Day in Israel 

One of the darkest hours in Israel's history was when the Ark was taken by the Philistines and placed in the temple of their god, Dagon (I Samuel 5)
We read in I Samuel 4:21 that the daughter-in-law of Eli the priest, gave birth to a son at the same time the Ark was taken and she named the son Ichabod which means, "the glory has departed" 
The Ark represented the earthly presence of God  
Phinehas' wife knew that when the Ark was taken from Jerusalem, 
The glory of God had departed from Israel  
3. Our text 

Thru a series of events the Ark came back to Israel 

I Samuel 5-7 

The scene before us in our text finds King David, 
Seventy-five years later bringing the Ark home 
Israel once again had possession of the Ark 
It was an impressive sight 
David and 30,000 chosen men of Israel are accompanying the Ark  
Their journey is filled with music  
It’s a Festive Occasion, a Happy Time, and a Glorious Event 
Why? As v. 2 describes, they were bringing back …
“the ark of God, Whose Name is called by the Name of the Lord of Hosts that dwelleth between the Cherubims” 
The return of the Ark symbolized that the glory of God was returning  
The Glory, Blessing, and Presence of God would once again dwell in Israel  
It was a Reason to be Festive  
It was a Cause that Called for Celebration 
4. The Judgment of Uzzah  
But as they traveled, a strange thing happened  
The Ark was being carried on a cart and for some reason the Ark was shaken (I Samuel 6:7) 
A man named Uzzah reached out to stabilize the ark, putting his hand on the ark, 
And when he did the Lord killed him - v.7 
You may ask, “Why did God kill him?” 
“He was trying to protect the Ark” 
“He was doing a good thing” (that’s true)  
What Uzzah did, says something about him  
It tells us that he was a man that loved God and was concerned about the Ark  
But his death, says something about God 
What does it tell us about God? 
First, it says that - 
A. God’s ‘Person is to be Reverenced’
His death tells us that God is Holy 
You see, the Ark was not to be touched with human hands  
Listen as I read Numbers 4:15 – “And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation” 

Only priestly personnel, those consecrated for that service, were allowed to transport the sanctuary  
When it was moved, it was to be carried only by the staves on each side of the Ark 
It was never to be touched by human hands  
1. The Restrictions of Holiness 

Such a restriction reminds us that fallen humanity cannot come into contact with the pure holiness of God  
Only in our glorified bodies will that be possible
For many, they only see God as a helping Friend rather than a Holy Father 
He is not the man upstairs or the big daddy in the sky 
2. He is a Holy God  
Holiness is the distinct attribute of all His attributes  
In Isaiah 6:3 the Seraphim’s are heard crying to one another - “Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts” 
In Revelation 4:8 we see the same – “And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come” 

We never read in the Bible - “Gracious, gracious, gracious, is the LORD of Hosts” 
We never read - “Merciful, merciful, merciful, is the LORD of Hosts” 
Neither do we read - “Lovely, lovely, lovely, is the LORD of Hosts” 
Indeed He is Gracious, Merciful, and Lovely   
But the one attribute that is emphasized by repetition, is His Holiness  

Quote: A.W. Tozer wrote: “God cannot change for the better. Since He is perfectly holy, He has never been less holy than He is now and can never be holier than He is and has always been. Neither can God change for the worse. Any deterioration within the unspeakably holy nature of God is impossible. Indeed I believe it impossible even to think of such a thing, for the moment we attempt to do so, the object about which we are thinking is no longer God but something else and someone less than He.” 

Perhaps there is nothing more needful for this present generation than a fresh realization and awareness that God is Holy 
A real Fear of God  
God’s ‘Person is to be Reverenced’
Furthermore, it says that:
B. God’s ‘Precepts are to be Respected’
1. The death of Uzzah was David's fault   
The story tells us that David put the Ark upon a cart  
That is not how God said that the Ark was to be carried 
The priests were to carry the Ark by the staves
It was to be carried lifted up on their shoulders  
It was not to be bounced around on some cart  
David's moving of the Ark on a cart,  
Was a direct violation of God's command! 
2. The Commands of God are not suggestions or recommendations  
They are Commands! 
Commands call for perfect Obedience!
We read in v.7  
It was error on Uzzah’s part, and a fatal error at that  
It might have been a natural reaction for Uzzah, 
But nonetheless, a Violation of God’s Command  
Uzzah’s death reminds us of the seriousness of respecting the Commands of God  
When God gives a Command, 
He expects Absolute Obedience and Compliance 
God’s ‘Person is to be Reverenced’
God’s ‘Precepts are to be Respected’
THE “DEATH ATTRIBUTED TO” THE ARK

Secondly, we see: 
II. THE “DWELLING ALLOWED FOR” THE ARK
We read in vs. 9-11a
Because of what happened, David was afraid to transport the Ark any further  
So he found a place where the Ark could be kept  
 The place was the house of Obededom  
For three months the ark would sit in his house 

For three months the most sacred piece of furniture in Israel's history abode there 
For three months the glory of God rested upon the dwelling of Obededom  
When I think of Obededom and the Ark resting in his house 
I think of - 
A. A ‘Home Offered’ to God

V. 10b says that – “David carried it aside into the house of Obededom” 
1. Not My House! 

Now, I can only imagine, that with what had happened to Uzzah, 
That most everyone would have been terrified to have the Ark in their house  
I can imagine someone saying - 
“Oh no, not my house, I want to live for awhile” 
I can hear some mother saying – 
“Not in my house, I don't want my kids playing around that” 
2. Obededom’s Offer

But it would appear that Obededom offered his house as a resting place for the Ark 
He opened his home to the glory of God 
Quote: One of the commentators on David wrote: "Obededom probably asked to be allowed to prepare a place to receive the sacred ark, and when all was in readiness, men carried it to the table or stand where it was to rest. When Obededom was alone, he reverently bowed and whispered, 'Welcome to my home, O Lord.' When he retired for the night, he probably said, 'Good night, Lord,' and when the sun arose, he exclaimed, 'The Lord's mercies. . . They are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness.'

3. Have you opened your home to the Lord? 
Have you welcomed the Lord as an honored guest? 
Have you made your home a special place for the Lord to dwell? 
Have you given His sacred presence a hallowed space? 

 As Christians, our homes ought to be sanctuaries in which God dwells  
Each home ought to be Temples where God abides 
Ill. A preacher told of how he visited a feudal castle in England, so old that one of its towers dated back to King John. When the Preacher went down to breakfast, he found the owner of the castle, his family and servants, assembled for Morning Prayer. As the Preacher lifted his eyes, he noticed high overhead on a massive beam that spanned the grand, old hall, the inscription: 

“That house shall be preserved and never shall decay,

Where the Almighty God is worshipped day after day” 
It’s true that the home where the Almighty God is worshipped day by day, shall be preserved and never decay  
Furthermore, we not only see - 
A ‘Home Offered’ to God 

But also -
B. A ‘Heart Opened’ to God

1. Obededom was a Saved Man
You will notice in v.10 that Obededom is identified as a “Gittite” 
His identification as a Gittite indicates he was a resident of Gath, a Philistine town  
The Philistines were bitter enemies of Israel  
The citizens of Gath were worshippers of idols and viewed Dagon as the greatest of all gods  
But apparently there had been a change in Obededom's life at some point  
Somewhere he had turned from the false gods of the Philistines to the One True and Living God  
The reason he had Offered his Home to God is that he had Opened his Heart to God 
2. What about your Heart? 

Earlier, I asked you if you had ‘Offered you Home’ to God? 
Let me now ask if you have ‘Opened your Heart’ to God? 
Have you invited the Lord into your life to live and reign? 
I doubt seriously if Obededom would have Offered his Home had he not Opened his Heart, first  
If God is to dwell in our Homes, He must first dwell in our Hearts 
There was a day when I opened my heart to God  
That was the hour when my life was changed  
I began a New Life with a New Lord  
If you have not opened your heart to the Lord, 
Won’t you do so and then offer your home to the Lord? 
A ‘Home Offered’ to God 

A ‘Heart Opened’ to God
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THE “DWELLING ALLOWED FOR” THE ARK

Lastly, notice with me - 
III. THE “DIVIDENDS ASSOCIATED WITH” THE ARK
We read in v.11b 
What a blessed three months in the life of Obededom  
We read that because Obededom had Opened his Heart and Offered his Home to the Lord, 
“… the LORD blessed Obededom, and all his household”
What did the Ark in his home mean? 
First, it said that - 
A. He Had a ‘Special’ Home

In the days that would follow, people would talk about the Ark resting once again in Jerusalem  
But Obededom would smile and remember the days when that sacred piece of furniture had rested in his house  
1. His home was special  
There had been no one in the past and would be no one in the future that could ever make such a claim  
The ark in his home had made his home special 
2. The Bible and the Home
The Bible says a lot about the home and it is clear that God intended our homes to be a special place  
However, we must understand that what makes a home special is God in the home  
When God describes the home in ultimate terms, 
It is always with the understanding that He is present in that home  
You can only have a special home …
As you let the Lord be present in your home  
Let Him be Lord of your heart and Lord of your home  
Give Him a special place and He will give you a special home  
Quote: William Lyon Phelps the American educator, said: "The highest happiness on earth is in marriage. Every man who is happily married is a successful man even if he had failed in everything else." 
Not only was the home of Obededom – 

A ‘Special’ Home  
But we also see - 
B. He Had a ‘Spiritual’ Home
God was in his home! 
His home was a temple and sanctuary  
The presence of the Ark made it a ‘Special’ Home 
But its presence also set it apart as a ‘Spiritual’ Home  
We not only want to have good homes 
But Genuine Christian homes  
We want homes where God is Real, God is Worshipped, and God is Loved 
Quote: J.C. Penny said, "The highest duty of parents is to build Christian homes where children can grow spiritually strong, and to teach the Bible in season and out of season. I never apologize for better Christian homes, because my entire experience tells me that the dealings between men in business, government and social relationships are influenced for good or ill by home background."
Quote: Conrad S. Jensen, retired deputy inspector of the New York City Police Department once wrote: "I've missed out on life. At least that is what many of my associates have said, and it is true in a way. I've missed out on a lot of things.”"First of all, I missed coming from a broken home. I missed having an alcoholic for a father or an unfaithful woman for a mother. I missed growing up as a juvenile delinquent. I missed being a 'regular guy' or 'one of the boys' and getting into trouble with them. I missed being a drunk, a dope addict or a degenerate.""By the grace of God, I missed an unhappy marriage leading to divorce. I missed the heartbreak of having our two children bring disgrace and shame to our home." "I missed the misery, during over a quarter of a century in police work in New York City, of being tainted and destroyed by the corruption that confronts every policeman in America." "Ours was a Christian home with emphasis placed on Christian living. Throughout my school days, and then in the business world for a time, I tried to live my convictions as a child of God. Surrounded by those who found pleasure in worldly pursuits, my Christian stand seemed to be out of place and often caused them to remark that I was missing out on a lot of things and I thank God for it."

May God give us all Christian homes! 
I ask you, what kind of home do you have? 
Is it a ‘Special’ Home? Is it a ‘Spiritual’ Home? 
Have you Offered your Home to the Lord? 
Have you Opened your Heart to the Lord? 
God wants to live in your home  
Whereas the ark only abode in the home of Obededom for 3 months, 
God can abide in your home for as long as you like   
Like Obededom, we can have a Special Home and a Spiritual Home 
If we let God live in it! 
Joshua 24:15 – “… choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” 
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